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NEWS

Inclusion and Equity
restructures resources
The Women’s Center, Office of
Multicultural Affairs and Milton E.
Ford LGBT Resource Center now
report to new division vice president
SEE A3

LAKER LIFE

Documentary sheds
light on sexual assault
"The Hunting Ground" recounts true
stories of women's experiences with
college administrators when trying
to report criminal attacks on campus

FINDING
HAPPINESS
IN HEELS
GV’s premier drag queen
contests conformity

SEE A6

SPORTS

BY AUDRA GAMBLE
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

Lakers head to Wayne
State in GLIAC clash

mgM nee you have heels on and long

hair, you kind of just want to push
II everyone out of the way. Sometimes, it just happens.”

E

No. 24 GVSU looks to build off
strong defensive, rushing displays
and improve to 4-1 in conference
play with road matchup in Detroit

Women the world over know
this to be true, but so does Grand Valley State Uni
versity’s premier drag queen, Ginger Ambrosia.
When not performing as a 6-foot-2-inch
tall mermaid, the man behind the makeup is
known as 5-foot-10-inch tall Nathan Bentley,
a senior at GVSU.
Well-known on GVSU’s campus for her per
formances at drag shows put on by the Milton E.
Ford LGBT Resource Center and the Residence
Housing Association, Ginger Ambrosias person
ality is consistently over the top.
However, things weren’t always so cheery
for the redhead.
“When I started drag, I was really in a dark
place,” Bentley said. “I was depressed. I went to

SEE A7

ONLINE

Multimedia: Becoming
Ginger Ambrosia
Watch the step-by-step makeup
process of how GVSU student
Nathan Bentley transforms into the
well-known campus drag queen
SEE LANTHORN.COM

the counseling center (at GVSU),
and the counselor there asked me what I en
joyed doing. At the time, I was so in this dark
place that I didn’t enjoy doing anything. I just
felt like everything was messed up.”
The counselor Bentley spoke with encour
aged him to focus on anything that made him
happy. For Bentley, that turned out to be put
ting on makeup.
“Every time I would start to go in a slump,
I knew that doing that would be fun,” Bentley
said. “The act of (putting makeup on) was so
rebellious and awesome. I was doing things
people were telling me I can’t do.”
When Bentley’s on stage performing as Ginger
Ambrosia, she tells jokes and tries to make people
laugh. For him, it’s a way to channel his energy
into something positive.
“Sometimes, the people that are these drag
SEE HEELS l A2

STATE OF MICHIGAN

GUEST SPEAKER

Gov. Snyder speaks at education summit

International interfaith
leader to speak at GV

BY JESS HODGE
JHODGE@LANTHORN.COM

ichigan Gov. Rick Snyder spoke
at the State University Summit on
Oct. 7 at the Charles W. Loosemore Auditorium on the Grand
Valley State University Pew Cam
pus. The summit was comprised mostly of
presidents and their board of trustees from all
15 public universities in the state.
Snyder gave a gubernatorial address at 9 a.m.
before the summit started and then gave closing
comments at 1:35 p.m. to wrap up the day. His
closing comments were directed at answering
questions the leaders at the summit had thought
of throughout the day.
One of the main issues Snyder focused on
related to the budget cuts that happened four
years ago. In 2011, 15 percent of funding was
taken away from higher education. Metricbased funding has been the primary reinvest
ment funding since then.
“Every single year I’ve done the budget, in
the last slide of the budget presentation, I talk

about the need to reinvest in universities,” Snyder
said. “My goal is to get funding restored in terms
of what was part of that cut. It would likely go
through the formula because I believe in metrics.”
Another question voiced concern of there be
ing too much emphasis on trade schools and that
it might not reflect the importance of obtaining a
four-year degree or higher.
“There is a need for additional training
beyond high school to be successful,” Sny
der said. “My goal is to help people become
career-connected. I will put an emphasis on
some kind of trade and background, but not
too much. It’s a balancing act.”
Snyder also emphasized to everyone sitting in
the audience that they are the ones who have the
power; they need to assert their leadership role.
“There is always a critical role for critical
thinking in the liberal arts,” he said to the lead
ers. “I think there’s a whole lot more universities
could do to engage with high schools and with
the students there because then you’re creating a
pipeline right to where you’re going. You have to
do it together. Your diversity is a positive power,
but you need to come and speak with one voice.”

GUBERNATORIAL: Gov. Rick Snyder addresses education concerns at the State University Summit,
held on Oct. 7. The audience included administrators from public universities. GVL | kevin sielaff

During a one-on-one interview with the
Lanthorn, Snyder and his staff helped pro
vide some insight on particular issues con
cerning GVSU, including funding, campus
safety and sexual assault.
Dave Murray, Snyder’s deputy press secre
tary, explained Snyder’s idea to create a web
site where students could access information
about career choices and financial information
for those careers and different fields within
them. Murray also said that Snyder hopes the
Michigan universities begin to work together
and not so independently. Snyder emphasized
helping students in high school make an in
formed choice before getting to college.
Snyder also has another, long-term part of
this process. He hopes to give students a better
probability of successfully finding a career in
their field of choice.
He wants to start giving this information
to students before they graduate, perhaps even
during high school so they can start thinking
about it earlier. He noted that it would be help
ful to students so they can decide what major
they want to study and why.
Snyder addressed the unequal funding GVSU
receives compared to the other public universi
ties. GVSU has the second-lowest state appro
priation per student in the state of Michigan.
According to the GVSU 2014-15 Accountability
Report, the university only receives $2,835 per
student while Wayne State, the highest school
on the list in regard to state appropriation, gets
$8,176 per student Theoretically, the appropria
tions are based off of four performance-funding
measurements: six-year graduation rate, total
number of degrees, administrative efficiency, and
total number of Pell grant students. Based off of
these metrics, GVSU ranks second-highest in the
state but receives the second lowest amount of
funding per student
“If you go back in time, a lot of these de
cisions weren’t necessarily based on metrics.
There’s a lot of politics that went on for de
cades,” he said. “So what we’ve been trying to
do is to say ‘let’s not make it political anymore,
let’s actually make it based on merit.”’
Another problem facing Michigan universi
ties is campus sexual assault. One-fifth of public
universities in Michigan are currently under fed
eral Title IX investigations. These universities arc
the University of Michigan, Michigan State Uni-

boo Patel, international interfaith
leader, will visit Grand Valley
State University to discuss inter
faith collaboration and helping
the community.
The event will occur today from 8 p.m. to 9:30
p.m. in the Grand River Room of the Kirkhof
Center. Eboo Patel will present “Interfaith Lead
ership: Engaging Religious and Philosophical Di
versity in the 21 st CenturyT
“This presentation will explore how differenc
es in our identities can become bridges for coop
eration rather than barriers,” said Katie Gordon,
Kaufman Interfaith Institute program manager.
Eboo Patel is a leading presence in the
movement for interfaith cooperation and is the
founder and president of Interfaith Youth Core,
a national nonprofit that has been working to
make the cooperation of different religions a
social norm. He is a national and international
interfaith leader, who has experience in multiple
disciplines, including higher education, policy
and service sectors. Patel has worked with gov
ernments, social sector organizations and col
lege and university campuses with the goal of
bringing about a future where religion forms co
operation between people rather than a barrier
between them, according to his website.
“GVSU has been trying to get Eboo Patel on
campus to speak for years, and we are excited
that his visit is now aligning with the Kaufman
Interfaith Institute’s Year of Interfaith Ser
vice Initiative and Grand Rapids Community
Foundation Grant,” Gordon said.
The overall goal of the institute is to pro
mote interfaith understanding and mutual re
spect in West Michigan and attempts to teach
students to tackle social issues collectively. Pa
tel’s presentation to the GVSU community will
support this idea of tolerance, understanding
and respect, as well as provide students with
the tools they need to apply their passions onto
social issues in their community he said.
The student interns of the Interfaith Institute
are also looking forward to this opportunity to
learn more about interfaith relations from Patel.
“The skill sets that I’ve acquired from this
community will help me in my professional ca-

SEE SNYDER | A2

SEE INTERFAITH | A2
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queens didn’t always start from wanting to
have glitter everywhere. I needed something
to bring me out of a dark place.”
Bentley got a wig and started to develop
his drag personas mermaid character. As for
her name, that was a happy accident
The first name, Ginger, was easy. Bentley
spent his childhood being teased for his red
hair, but embraced it as a feminine moniker.
Ambrosia, Bentleys drag queen last
name, took a little more luck to get just right.
“Ambrosia is from when I was at the
Goodwill store and I tripped on a box. The
box said Ambrosia Farms’ on the side,”
Bentley said. “I literally fell into my last
name, because I stubbed my toe on it. I
thought it was so pretty.”
T wo years ago, Bentley was just starting
out Now, he performs at least two shows a
month as Ginger Ambrosia. He’s starting to
become more prominent in the Grand Rap
ids drag community and even competed in
the Grand Rapids Drag Race this summer.
His mermaid-themed drag character has at
tracted a school of followers.
“I used to have a starfish on my head, and
people would recognize me,” Bentley said.
“They knew who I was because of that. It’s
almost like making a brand.”
While Bentley is starting to branch out
more in the downtown drag scene, his fa
vorite performances are all ones he’s done
on GVSU’s campus.
“I always like to perform on campus
more than downtown,” he said. “The stu
dents don’t get to see (drag) as often as peo
ple do at the bars, so they have a lot more
energy. It’s new to them.”
Bentley’s favorite performance as Ginger
Ambrosia was at last year's RHA drag show
in the Cook-DeWitt Center on GVSUs Al
lendale Campus.
Emily Wang, vice president of program
ming for RHA, said the event was the high
est-attended RHA program of the year.
“It was amazing to see Ginger perform,”
Wang said. “I was extremely proud some
one at GVSU could do something so cou
rageous and unique.”
Being so unique takes time - a lot of time.
From start to finish, the transformation
takes Bentley between two and three hours.
The first thing Bentley does is glue
down his eyebrows, flat against his face.
He then highlights and contours his face
to create new angles.

BARD TO GO TO PREVIEW “WITTY FOOLS AND
FOOLISH WITS”
Grand Valley State University’s all-student touring
Shakespeare troupe, "Bard to Go.” will be premiering a
50-minute preview of their upcoming show “Witty Fools
and Foolish Wits," which will later appear at the 2015
Shakespeare Festival.
The performance will combine elements from
Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night," "As You Like It." "The
Tempest,” “The Two Gentlemen of Verona” and “King
Lear” as told from the perspective of Bard’s different
characters.
The free preview performance is scheduled for
2 p.m. on Oct. 9 in the Mary Idema Pew Library
Multipurpose Room.
For more information, contact Katherine Mayberry at
maybekat@gvsu.edu or visit www.gvsu.edu/shakes.

CIVILLA CEO SET TO VISIT GVSU
Current CEO of Civilla, a social innovation center
located in Detroit, will give a presentation at Grand Valley
State University on how to positively impact Detroit in the
face of numerous social issues found today.
Michael Brennan left his position as CEO of United
Way to form Civilla in his hometown of Detroit in
September 2015. Civilla is purposed with combatting
the struggles found in Detroit through human-cen
tered design and thinking.
Titled “Social Impact Design: A Personal Discovery of
Design Thinking’s Role in Social Change,” the presentation
will take place at 6 p.m. on Oct. 14 in the Kirkhof Center’s
Pere Marquette Room.
Registration is required for this event.

NEW LIGHTBOARD ADDED TO GVSU DIGITAL STUDIO
The Information Technology sector at Grand Valley
State University has found new space inside the P.
Douglas Kindschi Hall of Science for its eLearning and
emerging technologies team.
Dedicated to serving GVSU faculty and staff with new
technologies for use in the classroom, the eLearning and
emerging technologies team has most notably added a
lightboard to its digital studio.
With the lightboard, faculty are able write lectures on
a glass drawing board, while at the same time facing their
classroom. At 9 and a quarter square feet, this lightboard
is three times as large as its former size.
The lightboard also allows faculty to digitally display
PowerPoints, images, videos and more for educational
purposes in the classroom.
For more information about eLearning and emerging
technologies, visit www.gvsu.edu/elearn.

BIOLOGY OF LEADERSHIP
Helen Fisher, biological anthropologist at the
Kinsey.Institute, wUl^ive a presentation on the four
essential styles of leadership and the ways in which
they differ on Oct. 8.
Titled "Biology of Leadership,” Fisher’s presentation
will explain how biology affects the different types of
leadership styles. Fisher said approximately 50 percent
of what constitutes a person’s behavior comes from their
temperament and individual biology.
The presentation is scheduled to take place from 7
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Loosemore Auditorium, located in
the DeVos Center.
To RSVP for the free event, go to www.hauensteincenter.org/events-calendar.
For more information, contact Ann 0’ Keefe at (616)
331-2770 or okeefean@gvsu.edu.

“EXPERIENCE OF LOVE AND ABUSE”
The Victorious Women of Virtue at Grand Valley State
University will be presenting the second annual “Why Me?
Experience of Love and Abuse” event on Oct. 10.
At the event, stories involving both love and abuse
will be interpreted through live performance to teach the
importance of loving yourself.
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reer, and I feel more equipped
to help the community become
a better place after gaining an
education in interfaith,” said
Derek Zuverink, a student in
tern for the institute. “I believe
that Eboo Patel will be able to
inspire individuals in the com
munity about something they
maybe didn’t even know they
are passionate about”
Zuverink said he and other
interns know what it is like
to work first-hand with the
Interfaith Institute and said
that the prospect of students

Next comes the over-the-top eye makeup
and drawing on new eyebrows. For Bentley,
this is the point in the process where he starts
to feel like a different person.
“Once I have everything blended and I
have new eyebrows on, it changes your whole
face,” he said. “Then I look like a different per
son. I start to look more like a girl.”
The last step in Ginger Ambrosias make
up regimen is to put on fake eyelashes, but it’s
difficult for Bentley to drive with them on, so
he waits until he’s at the show venue.
To create a more feminine figure, Bent
ley wears padding, held in place by five or
six pairs of tights. Next come the corsets,
then the outfit. The final elements to com
plete Ginger Ambrosia’s ensemble are fake
nails, a long wig and high heels.
“Heels are the very last thing,” Bentley
said. “I can walk in them fine, but they hurt
after a while, so I put those on last”
Once the heels are on, the show begins
and Ginger Ambrosia is in fine, fierce form.
At first, Bendey relied on YouTube videos
to learn how to get into drag, but he soon
found help from a former Laker. Misael
Dejesus, better known as Gabriella Galore,
took Bendey under his tutelage.
“When I started, Gabriella was at the
first drag show that I was in,” Bendey said.
“She was helping me get ready. Without
even asking, she just started helping. She
started at Grand Valley too, so I think she
saw that I needed help.”
Bendey considers Gabriella Galore to
be one of his drag queen idols. For Dejesus,
helping Bendey learn the ropes is the con
tinuation of a legacy he created
“Ginger is the first Grand Valley
queen who is trying to make a name for
herself in the drag community,” Dejesus
said. “I think she’s the next in line for
Grand Valley queen royalty.
“I hope I started a trend. I think it would
be wonderful for a queen to represent Grand
Valley. Can you imagine a LGBTQ student
coming in and seeing that there’s a whole line
of queens? That would be amazing.”
Though not all drag queens are part of the
LGBTQ community, Bendey agrees it would
be nice to have a new GVSU drag queen to
come after him. He graduates this December,
so the drag queen legacy is on his mind
“A lot of students on campus that are
my friends say they want to be a drag
queen,” Bentley said. “I probably should
take them more seriously, because when
I’m gone, who’s going to do it? I want to
help them and teach them.”

discovering they want to pur
sue an education in interfaith
after being inspired by Patel’s
speech is exciting.
“He won’t tread lightly
around the hard subjects in
volving religion, but he wants
to show others how each faith
can be connected through
service,” said Will Miller, inter
faith intern. “We may worship
a different deity or none at all,
but that doesn’t mean we can’t
go out into the world and help
those who truly need it”

GO TO:
www.gvsu.edu/interfaith
FOR MORE INFORMATION
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versity and GVSU. Snyder noted
that this is a critically important
issue, and that the state needs to
do more to address it.
“Last year we were able to get
more resources in terms of bud
get resources to actually create
a grant program,” he said. “(It)
allows for more innovative ap
proaches and more aggressive
approaches to take on this issue.”
In the wake of the Oregon
shooting last week, Snyder also
commented on campus safety.
He hopes his efforts will help
keep Michigan students safe.

“We launched something
called “OK to Say? which is ba
sically a hotline system that has
been helpful in helping pre
vent instances or problems,”
he said. “It’s an anonymous ho
tline where anyone can call in
to say they’ve identified some
one that they believe could be
a potential threat or problem
in terms of violence in our
schools in some fashion.”
Another measure Snyder
took last year to promote cam
pus safety was creating mental
health commission. He hopes
the state will be proactive in
helping people be more open
about mental health issues and
getting treatment.
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While Bendey has surrounded him
self with a supportive group of people at
GVSU, his family wasn’t always as support
ive. Bendey is from Georgia, so he doesn’t
see his family very often.
“My mom and sister tell me that (being a
drag queen) is all people ask them about now
when they talk about me.
“With my mom, she wants to talk about
it,” Bendey said. “My dad doesn’t want to
talk about it. My dad is still weird and I
don’t really talk to him.”
Even with his mom, it took a while for her
to warm up to the idea
“My mom lacks the vocabulary; she
doesn’t know what to say. She used to call
me a cross-dresser all the time. It took my
mom a long time to understand. Now
that I’m pretty and look a lot more femi
nine and beautiful, (she) thinks it’s fine.
She even bought me a really pretty gown,
which is too small for me, because she
doesn’t understand how drag works.”
Though it can be a pain to explain all
that goes with being a drag queen to those
who don’t know anything about it, Bent
ley said it’s worth it.
“The best part is when people after
a show come up to you and say ‘You in
spired me to do something,”’ Bentley said.
“I never thought I would inspire someone.
That’s the best feeling.”
In the past few months, Bentley has
branched out, doing more drag shows down
town. Over the summer, he placed sixth in
the Grand Rapids Drag Race competition.
However, he still remembers why he started
doing drag in the first place.
“When I started performing, people that
didn’t even know me were coming up to me
and telling me they loved me. People saying
that was so powerful and helped me bring
me out of (my depression),” Bendey said. “I
can thank Ginger for helping me get out of
that Even in the darkest times, theres always
something good that can happen.”
Though Bentley’4 time at GVSU is com
ing to an end, he still hopes to have a few
more performances on cjpnpus, where Gin
ger Ambrosia truly begari to take shape.
“That’s where it all starts. That’s where
Ginger got her start and where I got my
start,” Dejesus said. “We’re leading the
way for future students, so they don’t
have to be as afraid.”

Enjoy the journey.
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Inclusion and Equity absorbs OMAy Women’s Center, LGBT Center
BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
AKORIENEK@LANTHORN.COM

hile identity is deep
ly rooted within the
structures of society,
when choosing a uni
versity students often
consider an inclusive environ
ment supportive of diverse identi
ties and individual needs.
To advance inclusion and equi
ty within Grand Valley State Uni
versity’s campus climate, admin
istrative changes were announced
Sept. 30 by Gayle Davis, provost
and executive vice president for
Academic and Student Affairs.
The transition includes the Of
fice of Multicultural Affairs, Wom
ens Center and Milton E. Ford
LGBT Resource Center changing

from the student services division
to the Division of Inclusion and Eq
uity. Assisting the transition is Bart
Merkle, vice provost for student af
fairs and dean of students, who pro
vided leadership and support in the
development of the three centers.
“I think were in the process of
continuing to try and create a climate
on campus that meets the students,
faculty and staff’s needs,” Merkle said.
“The goal is to serve our students in a
broader way at the university.”
Additionally, a memorandum
of understanding currently being
developed will ensure collabora
tion between the units. It includes
a joint appointment that reports to
the vice provost of student affairs
and Jesse Bernal, the vice president
for Inclusion and Equity.
In addition, Marlene Kowalski-

Braun, current assistant vice provost
for student affairs, will become the as
sociate vice provost for student affairs
and inclusion. Kowalski-Braun said
the divisions will continue a close re
lationship with student services while
defining and broadening the influence
on the three centers’ development
Bernal said the Division of In
clusion and Equity at GVSU, one
of the “First of its kind” in higher
education, is continuing to con
tinually evolve in necessary ways
to respond to the needs of the
growing and diverse community.
“The move of the three identitybased student centers to the division
is a continuation of this evolution,”
Bernal said. “This has the potential
to enhance both the work of the cen
ters, by engaging more intentionally
with faculty and staff, as well as the

work in Inclusion and Equity to be
come more student-centered.”
The transition aims to support
broader division goals advancing
an intersectional identity and social
justice approach to work, Bernal
said. The shift will allow GVSU to
connect the work of identity com
munities directly while aligning to
support racially and ethnically di
verse communities, the LGBT com
munity and gender equity along
with previous work in the division.
“Tfiis requires thoughtfulness
about the complexity of identities that
build our community and how iden
tities intersect, LGBT women of color
for example,” Bernal said. “Those iden
tities shape experiences on campus.
“I am grateful for the leadership
and vision of Dean Bart Merkle
and Provost Gayle Davis who have

provided exceptional leadership in
developing these well recognized
and student-centered units.”
Returning to a faculty member,
Nancy Giardina, vice provost for
student success, will conclude her
role in the provost’s office at the
end of the fall semester.
Other changes being made include
the Student Academic Success Center,
led by Giardina, which is now housed
in the student services division, while
enrollment development moved from
academic and student affairs to its own
division led by Lynn Blue, vice presi
dent for enrollment development.
“We are confident the change will
add value to the entire university to
advance equity and inclusion broadlyT
Bernal said, “and we are committed to
maintaining deep collaborations and
connections with student services.”

STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Journal of History accepting
undergraduate submissions

CAMPUS HISTORIANS: Professor Jeremiah Cataldo leads the History Journal meeting in search of new submissions Oct. 5. The group is
made up of an editorial team of undergraduates enrolled in History 410 including senior, editor-in-chief Scott St. Louis. GVL | SARA CARTE
BY KATHERINE WEST
KWEST@LANTHORN.COM

ne of the lesser-known treasures of Grand Valley
State University is the Grand Valley Journal of His
tory (GVJH). The GVJH is the product of the hard
work of GVSU students and faculty members.
“The Grand Valley Journal of History
(GVJH) is operated by an editorial team composed of
undergraduates enrolled in the History 410 course,” said
Scott St. Louis, GVJH editor-in-chief. “We are overseen by

a faculty advisory board composed mainly of historians at
GVSU, but also increasingly at other institutions as well.”
The aim of the journal is to provide all undergraduate schol
ars, regardless of specialization or interest, with a forum to ex
plore different perspectives of studying the past, St. Louis said.
St. Louis described the journal’s submission process.
“Submissions to the journal undergo a blind peer review pro
cess involving student and faculty reviewers,” he said. “Our online
service then provides published authors with a stable URL for their
work and information on how many downloads they are receiving,
along with the search queries that are directing user traffic to their

articles. Students from any discipline are encouraged to submit pa
pers that involve the use of a historical methodology.”
Jeremiah Cataldo, assistant professor in the Frederik
Meijer Honors College, described the History 410 class and
the approach he takes in teaching it. The History 410 class
consists of 11 students this semester.
“I am the faculty adviser, and so I will conduct a course
that is related to the journal and also advise journal matters
outside of the course,” Cataldo said. “My job largely is to train
students how to be editors, how to facilitate the function or
publication of the journal, to train them in historical method,
to train them in critical analysis of submitted articles.
“Those are components of the class and they are graded
assignments. It is a unique course in Grand Valley in that it is
not a traditional lecture and discussion course. It is something
more akin to a lab for lack of a better equivalent. There are
graded components and those graded components will tackle
various skill sets that are necessary for publications.”
The journal was established in 2011 by the GVSU history de
partment. This publication provides undergraduate students to
publish their research in the field of history. Though history majors
do participate with the history journal, undergraduate students
from outside majors that are interested in the field of history are
welcome to participate. GVSU student Alice H. Munday was the
first student to get published in an issue this fall semester with her
article called “Remembering French Collaboration and Resistance
during Vichy France during the VeT d’Hiv Roundup.”
The GVJH takes pride in the fact that it prepares students for
what will come in life after they receive their bachelor’s degree
from GVSU, according to the website. The journal provides a
safe writing environment for students while also creating for
them an environment for scholarly interaction. This prepares
students for their future careers and teaches them how to conv=
municate with their fellow scholars and coworkers.
.
' !.<•• V KJU'

GO TO:
www.scholarworks.gvsu.edu/gvJh
FOR MORE INFORMA TION
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How hard is it to fail out of college?
BY DREW HOWARD
A SSIS TA N TNEWS@LA N THORN. COM

ut of the 25,094 students enrolled
at Grand Valley State University
in 2014, just over 1 percent - ap
proximately 320 - were dismissed
due to poor grades by the end of
the year. With such a low number of dismiss
als being reported, this begs the question:
How hard is it actually to fail out of college?
At GVSU, there are special precautions
taken to ensure the success of each stu
dent, even if that student happens to be
performing well below the average.
Sherril Soman, university registrar at GVSU,
explained that students are not able to be dis
missed from the university due to poor grades
after only one semester of attending.
“Students are academically dismissed
after two consecutive semesters in which
they have failed to maintain an academic
level of good standing,” Soman said. “Stu
dents must have a cumulative GPA of 2.0
or higher to be in good standing.”
A freshman with a GPA below 1.5 after
the first full semester will be put on what is
called “jeopardy of dismissal.” The same hap

pens for a sophomore with a GPA lower than
1.8 and junior or senior below a 2.0.
By being put on jeopardy of dismissal
after failing the first semester, an underperforming student is still guaranteed to be
enrolled for a full second semester of classes.
Even if a student fails two full semesters of
classes, they still have a chance to be admit
ted back into GVSU the following semester.
This is all possible through an appeals
process set in place for situations like
these, Soman said.
“The appeal goes through the Student
Academic Success Center,” Soman said. “A
student can submit a letter of appeal to the
committee in addition to an academic plan
for review. They’re also asked to meet with
an adviser to get a letter of support.”
One of the ways GVSU has made an ef
fort to foster student success was through
a pilot program tested at the end of the
winter semester last academic year.
In the program, freshmen and sophomore
students who were at risk of being dismissed
were given the opportunity to participate in a
one-week academic recovery camp, Soman said.
“At the recovery camp, students got to spend
some time with things they struggle with such as
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academic and social behaviors,” she said. “If they
passed, they were then re-admitted to GVSUT
Out of the 85 students who took the class, 84
passed and 61 returned in the fall. This program
is also available to freshmen and sophomores at
the end of the upcoming winter semester.
Nancy Giardina, vice provost for stu
dent success, said there are several other
measures set in place to help students in
their academic performance.
“The Student Academic Success Center
(SASC) has many support services for stu
dents, such as learning skills services, tutoring
and advising walk-in services,” Giardina said.
“We also have great collaboration with stu
dent services. In particular, students can get
support to help find major that better match
their capabilities by talking to advisers in the
SASC and in the career center as well.”
Giardina added that everyone working at
GVSU is here to help students succeed.
“The key for student success is to use support
services early and often and connect with the
faculty who teach their courses,” she said.

CALL OR GOTO:
(616)331-3588
www.gvsu.edu/sasc
FOR MORE INFORMATION

STUDY: More than 320 students were dismissed from
GVSU due to poor grades last year, gvl | archive
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OPINION

EDITORIAL

By Taylor Scholtens

GVL EDITORIAL CARTOON

Funding
fairness

'o c0/j

GV’s state appropriation
numbers don’t add up
oney is a big is
sue on college
campuses like
Grand Valley
State Universi
ty, especially when it comes
to state appropriation.
Currently, GVSU comes
second in the Michigan resi
dent undergraduate headcount, with 20,243 students.
We are ranked only under
Michigan State, which has
30,391 students. However,
GVSU still receives the low
est amount of state appro
priation per student.
The university has proven
its merit by exhibiting ex
emplary graduation rates,
employment rates and a con
tinually growing student pop
ulation. Michigan Gov. Rick
Snyder said in his address to
university administrators on
GVSUs Pew Campus Oct 7
that one of the goals behind
public university funding is
to make state appropriation
less political and more meritbased, a system that GVSU
has no problem with demon
strating competency in.
According to the 20142015 Accountability Report,
GVSU is ranked third in
graduation rates in the state, at
70 percent. This is just behind
the University of Michigan
and Michigan State Univer
sity, and 89.9 percent of those
graduates are employed or in
graduate school We have also
been named one of the “Best
Universities in the Midwest”
by the Princeton Review,
one of Americas top colleges
by Forbes magazine, and re
cently, the Seidman College
of Business was named a best
business school by the Princ

eton Review.
As Snyder explained dur
ing his presentation on cam
pus, funding for public uni
versities is based off a six-year
graduation rate, total number
of degrees, administrative ef
ficiency and total number of
Pell grants students receive.
These are all elements that
GVSU works hard to main
tain and improve upon. This
is an effort that should be re
warded with funding to help
improve these efforts.
However, GVSUs ap
propriations lag behind the
Lakers’ stellar performance
record. GVSU has the secondlowest state appropriation per
student in the state, ahead of
only Oakland University.
Snyder said that he was
pushing for the state to be
gin reinvesting in its public
universities, and they should
start doing so from the bottom-up. The fact that GVSU
is the second largest institu
tion in the state and receives
the lowest amount of fund
ing is neither fair nor sensible
when looking at the success of
the university as of late.
Gov. Snyder speaking on
campus and addressing the is
sue is a start, but GVSU needs
more than pretty words. We
need aggressive action at the
state legislative level, and it
needs to be an immediate pri
ority for the governor. GVSU
is expanding exponentially,
and the state funding simply
isn’t keeping up with the rate
of growth at the university.
Gov. Snyder, it’s time to re
ward GVSU and its students
for all of their successes. This
is one education gap that can
not continue to exist.

editorial@lanthorn.com

Navigating India: Week Five

BY RACHEL BORASHKO
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

his week was
refreshing.
Recently, I have
been frustrated
with my own
inability to properly function
in this society. It is humbling
and at times exhausting to
have to rely on other people
to help me with almost ev
erything that I do. This week
helped to remind me that
every day, through getting
the help that I need, I am
learning, growing and slowly
gaining some independence.
On Tuesday, we were able
to catch part of a forum on free
speech that was being held by
the students at our college. At
tending the event made me feel
more like an average college
student than I have in months.

Editor-in-chief
Associate editor
News editor
Sports editor
A&E editor
Laker Life editor
BY DANIELLE ZUKOWSKI
EDI TORIA L@LAN THORN. COM

WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lant • horn, n. [old English]
Lanthorn is two syllables,
pronounced Lant-hom. It is a
lantern that was used in midto-late 16th century Europe. It
was constructed of leather and a

single lens made of a thin piece
of ox or steer horn. It was used
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
slogan is: "Give light and the
people will find their own way."

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn's opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the
Grand Valley State University
community. Student opinions
published here do not
necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
aims to be a safe vehicle for
community discussion. The
Lanthorn will not publish
or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not
discriminate against any other
views, opinions or beliefs. The
content, information and views
expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those
of the university, its Board of
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved
for letters to the editor only,

all other reader-generated
content can be submitted to
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s
YourSpace page by emailing
community(3)lanthom.com.
Letters to the editor should
include the author’s full name
and relevant title along with a
valid email and phone number
for confirming the identity of
the author. Letters should be
approximately 500-650 words
in length, and are not edited
by the staff of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn outside of technical
errors for clarity.
To make a submission,
email at editorial@lanthorn.
com or by dropping off your
submission in person at:

0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276

time, we decided to go on
our own. On Thursday, Anusha wrote down the names
of the buses in Malayalam
that we should take to get
there and back home.
So we make our way to the
bus stop to realize the buses
are going quite fast if you’re
trying to read their signs
which are in a language that
you can’t actually read. An
auto rickshaw happened to
be driving past. Sarah tried to
hail it, just to see if she could.
It worked. Well, it looked like
we’re not taking the bus after
all. We hopped in, and for less
than a dollar each, the auto
took us to the museum.
The museum itself was,
of course, beautiful beyond
belief. It contains works by
Raja Ravi Varma and Nicholas
Roerich amongst many other
Indian and Asian works. After
the museum, we hopped into
another auto and headed to
lunch, and then another auto
from there to the Big Bazaar,
a supermarket that feels an
awful lot like Walmart.
We got there to realize
that where we had been taken
was not the Big Bazaar we’ve
been to before. We have no
idea where we are. We do our
shopping anyway and then go

outside to hail yet another auto
to go home. It took us nearly
five minutes to try to describe
where we live. We know the
name of the place, but not very
many other people do, and no
matter how hard we try, we
pronounce it incorrectly every
single time. Because we have
no idea where we are, we can’t
give directions on how to get
there. Eventually, we managed
to describe where we wanted
to go to the driver, giving
directions in relation to our
college, which he was familiar
with, and he kindly took us
there without complaint of our
struggle to communicate.
Saturday we went back to
the beach at Kovalam. This
time, we managed to actually
take the bus. That’s right, folks,
we finally took public trans
portation by ourselves—two
buses to Kovalam and two bus
es back, without getting lost. I
even managed to pronounce
the name of the area we live in
correctly to the man on the bus
whom you pay for your ticket.
While this may seem like a
minor achievement, it gives me
a ton of reassurance that I can
survive here. I can at least do
something for myself. It might
be a baby step, but it was a step
nonetheless.

Becoming a better writer

GVL EDITORIAL BOARD
AUDRA GAMBLE
STEPHANIE BRZEZINSKI
HANNAH LENTZ
ADAM KNORR
CLAIRE FISHER
MADDIE FORSHEE

It was energizing. The forum
was engaging to watch, the stu
dents clearly passionate about
the topic. The conversation
flowed back and forth between
Malayalam and English, and
while we could not understand
the bits in Malayalam, we still
understood the gist of it. The
event was a nice reminder that
even though these students
come from vastly different
backgrounds than we do, we
are still similar enough to
be having the same kinds of
conversations.
We had no class on Friday
again - this time because it was
Gandhis birthday. Gandhis
birthday, we are told, is usually
celebrated by doing commu
nity service, such as cleaning
up streets and public areas.
Because of this, on Thurs
day afternoon, they held a
ceremony to thank the chechis
for the work that they do at the
college. Similar to the janitorial
staff in the U.S., the chechis
clean, serve lunch, and are
generally helpful to the faculty
and students. They have always
been friendly and kind to us,
and it was nice to see them
honored for their work.
Friday, since we had no
class, we decided to go to the
Sree Chitra Art Gallery. This

recently began
working as a
writing consul
tant at the Fred
Meijer Center for
Writing & Michigan authors.
For those of you who are not
familiar with the center, it is a
place designed to help students
through the writing process for
a variety of academic and cre
ative purposes. The intriguing
mission statement aims to help
make better writers as opposed
to just better papers.

During the month I have
been consulting here, I have
heard quite a few students say,
“I’m just not a good writer.”
I’m very used to being in
upper level classes where
everyone is a good writer, but
what makes a good writer and
can everyone become one?
I suppose it goes back to
whether talent in writing is a
skill we are just born with or if
it is something we develop over
time, nature versus nurture of
sorts. I’m sure genetics do play
a role in our academic capabili
ties and the predispositions of
our environment certainly
will determine what we yield
from our education, but I like
to think that writing is just like
any other scholarly subject. In
math class we have homework
to practice trigonometry every
night. We have to constantly
keep doing problems in order
to improve. Then the phrasing
of the question changes, so we
have to really examine criti
cally if we have obtained the

skill yet. Writing is very similar.
The more you write, the easier
it is to become a good writer. It
is important to keep practicing
with a variety of questions just
as in math. The more familiar
you become with the diverse
formats of essays, it becomes
easier to approach new assign
ments.
With each new assign
ment, there is a different topic
and different requirements
yet there seems to be an gen
eral internalized consensus
if a paper is good writing or
not. So what characteristics
of a paper can trigger that
feeling inside readers?
There are many little tips in
how to be a better writer. Or
ganization is one of the most
significant factors in whether
a paper is good. Organization
of the essay allows for better
clarity and makes it easier
to convey ideas. To organize
these ideas, it sometimes helps
to use topic sentences to begin
each paragraph to maintain a

strong focus. In research pa
pers, creating an introduction
with a thesis statement that
declares your position in the
argument as well as addresses
the main ideas that will be
discussed in the essay.
Creating a thesis statement
that does this is also helpful
because if every paragraph
can be connected back to it,
then the writer will be able to
see if the evidence provided
in the paragraphs are relevant
to the argument the essay is
making. It is helpful to go back
to those essay-writing basics
when you’re struggling with
an assignment. Look over a
traditional essay format for
the essay you’ll be writing and
see where your argument and
main points can fit into this.
Eventually, you’ll get to the
point where you feel comfort
able arguing stylistically. Then
you can ditch the traditional
essay format and start exercis
ing creativity on the road to
becoming a better writer.
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QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
DO YOU THINK THE STATE OF MICHIGAN FOCUSES ENOUGH ON THE FUNDING OF UNIVERSITIES?
MINH LIEN

ALEX KELLY

“No. I think there needs to be more of a focus
on the working class and that’s the student
population!”

“No, looking at budget cuts over the last few
years, my hometown school had to rely on
fundraisers to support their program."

GVPD POLICE OFFICER
EMPLOYMENT: 14 years
HOMETOWN: Vietnam A Grand Rapids, Michigan

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Social Work
HOMETOWN: East Grand Rapids, Michigan

VICTORIA FARJARDO

ISABELLE BLANKS

”1 don’t know, but I think that all schools should
get more money ”

"I’m impartial. I did research on this and
schools do get significant funding, but we
could invest more in schools; there is room to
expand."

YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Physical Education
HOMETOWN: Streamwootl Illinois

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Social Work
HOMETOWN: Holland. Michigan
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WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT
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GV hosts seventh
annual research fair
Students encouraged to ‘find their geek’
BY STEPHANIE BRZEZINSKI
ASSOCIATE@LANTHORN.COM

he Grand Valley State University Of
fice of Undergraduate Research and
Scholarship encouraged students
and faculty to ‘Find your geek’ dur
ing the seventh annual Undergradu
ate Research Fair this week. The event showcased
32 departments and programs from the university.
Susan Mendoza, OURS director, said be
tween 300 and 400 students visit the fair each
year, and those numbers keep growing. Men
doza said the main goal of the fair is to help
connect undergraduate students with faculty
from departments that interest them.
We want to make sure they see the oppor
tunities and have the information to make the
most of those opportunities,” she said. “The
sooner students start thinking about it, the
sooner they can develop their skill set and fig
ure out what they’re curious about.”
Unlike other events the OURS hosts, the re
search fair features GVSU faculty, who “really love
connecting with students,” Mendoza said.
“We try to make these connections for stu
dents to do their own independent work and

contribute to a body of knowledge,” she said.
“We wanted to make sure there’s an office pro
viding support for students and faculty.”
She advised students to think about ques
tions and topics that go beyond the class
room, such as topics that are creative and
have the potential to make a change.
“A lot of times, students don’t think about
what research supports what they want to do,”
Mendoza said. “Research is about so much more.
Its about the transformative nature of the work
you’re doing and how it can change the world.”
Bopi Biddanda, GVSU’s Michigan Space
Grant Consortium affiliate, said the fellowship
is like a “baby NASA program for Michigan”
that funds students every year. These students
are typically sophomores and juniors interested
in scientific research. They receive a faculty
mentor who assists them over the summer.
“It’s pretty broad,” Biddanda said. “These
students go a long way. They’re participating in
the highest quality of research in the world. That
puts them on a different level right away.”
Lindsay Czap, GVSU senior and math
ematics major, was one of the students who
took part in the Student Summer Scholars
program. Czap worked with a faculty men
tor on a 12-week project that she chose.

SHOWCASE: GVSU faculty member Ross Sherman talks to undergraduate Laker students about differ
ent research opportunities for their intended majors on Oct. 6th at the research fair, gvl I emily frye

For her project, she conducted a game
similar to 20 Questions that focused on
people who lied in their answers.
“The first player would choose a number
and then the second player would ask ‘yes’
or ‘no’ questions in order to guess the chosen
number,” she explained. “In mathematics
research, we choose examples of situations
that we think are interesting. Research with
in mathematics is incredibly flexible.”
Czap said she was able to create relationships
with faculty, add to her resume and increase her
confidence in her own work. Presenting her proj
ect was the most exciting part for her, she said.
“Before I did undergraduate research at Grand
Valley it seemed like an activity that only profes
sionals participate in,” she said. “Choosing to do
research as an undergrad made me realize that I
didn’t have to wait to be a part of the mathemati
cal community. I had the potential to contribute
something valuable to my peers. That’s something
that a lot of undergraduates don’t realize: Your re

search can make a difference.”
Brianna Powell, a senior biology major,
also participated in the program, conducting
research on how changes in temperature and
weather affect primates’ behaviors. Powell
agreed with Czap that the experience changed
her views, leading her to consider ecology,
evolutionary biology and animal behavior.
“This project helped me bring these interests
into light, and I am now searching for ways to
further develop them,” Powell said. “I am apply
ing to vet school to get involved in ecological
research and I am also applying to masters pro
grams in which I will complete a thesis.”
Other tables at the fair included Univer
sity Libraries, Grand Valley Journal of His
tory, computing and information systems,
social work and liberal studies.
GO TO:
http://blt.ly/1MfJZ2l
FOR MORE INFORMATION
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LIKE A BROKEN RECORD
TIAA-CREF: Upper’s Best Overall Large Fund Company
three years in a row. For the first time ever. How?
Our disciplined investment strategy aims to produce
competitive risk-adjusted returns that create long-term
value for you. Just what you’d expect from a company
that’s created to serve and built to perform.

TIAA

Learn more about our unprecedented,
award-winning performance atTIAA.org/Perform
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Lipper Award is given to the group with the lowest average decile ranking of three years' Consistent Return for eligible funds over
the three-year period ended 11/30/12, 11/30/13, and 11/30/14 respectively. TIAA-CREF was ranked among 36 fund companies in 2012
and 48 fund companies in 2013 and 2014 with at least five equity, five bond, or three mixed-asset portfolios. Past performance does
not guarantee future results. For current performance and rankings, please visit the Research and Performance section on tiaa cref.org.
* TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC, Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc., and Nuveen Securities, LLC, members
FINRA and SIPC, distribute securities products. ©2015 Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America-College Retirement
Equities Fund (TIAA CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017. C24849B

Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing.
Go to tiaa-cref.org for product and fund prospectuses that contain this and other
information. Read carefully before investing. TIAA-CREF funds are subject to market
and other risk factors.
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ARTS AT A GLANCE
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DIFFERENT WATERS
A new exhibition began on Monday in the Red Wall
Gallery in Lake Ontario Hall. The exhibition, named
“Different Waters: Thirty Years in the Western Amazon,"
was curated by GVSU professor Jim Penn over the past
30 years. Penn traveled to the Loreto Region in Peru
multiple times over the years, taking part in different
programs about wildlife research and natural resource
management to things like community development and
human rights work. The region that Penn photographed
takes up one third of Peru and shows a side of the coun
try that is not photographed very often. The exhibition
documents the struggles, growth and turmoil of the
ever-moving water of the river and will run through the
end of the semester. For more information about the
“Different Waters” exhibit, visit www.gvsu.edu/artgallery.

QUEER THE AIR
In celebration of “National Coming Out Day”, the Milton
E. Ford LGBT Resource Center is hosting an event called
Queer the Air on Oct. 12 at 9 p.m. in the resource center.
The event will showcase student spoken word poetry
and will have an open mic. Attendees of the event are in
vited to get up on stage or just sit, listen, enjoy the night
and celebrate National Coming Out Day with their peers.
For more information or to register to perform at Queer
the Air, visit www.gvsu.edu/lgbtrc.

FREDERIK MEIJER LECTURE SERIES
On Oct. 13, the Frederik Meijer Lecture Series will
continue with its next installment, “A Conversation with
Nancy Hickey.” Hickey, a retired Steelcase executive, will
be talking about her time at Steelcase as chief adminis
trative officer. While she was at the company, her duties
included a variety of global corporate functions like
corporate communications, community relations, talent
management, information technology and sustainability.
Hickey also managed global business centers in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, Monterrey, Mexico and Cluj, Romania.
The event will take place at 5:30 p.m. in the Loosemore
Auditorium in the DeVos Center. For more information
and to register for the event, visit www.gvsu.edu/honor.

FACULTY TUBA RECITAL
On Oct. 8 at 7:30 p.m., there will be a faculty tuba recital
in the SVS Recital Hall in the Performing Arts Center.
The recital will be performed by professor Paul Carlson.
Carlson, who studied at the University of Illinois, the
University of New Mexico and at Indiana University, is
a soloist as well as a touring member of internationally
renowned Dallas Brass. For more information about the
faculty tuba recital, visit www.gvsu.edu/music.

ARTPRIZE AWARDS
The seventh annual ArtPrize Awards will take place on
Oct. 9 beginning at 7 p.m. The event, which takes place
at the Grand Rapids Civic Theatre, will run concurrently
with the WOOD TV8 community watch party covering
the event at Rosa Parks Circle. The community watch
party will begin at 5:30 p.m. and will have food ven
dors and local breweries offering fare for visitors. There
will be live music performed by Kalamazoo native and
American Idol finalist Matt Giraud before the winners
announcements commence.

THE KILLING JAR
This weekend is the last chance to catch The Killing Jar
performed at the Dog Story Theater in downtown Grand
Rapids. The play is a tragic romance set in early Victorian
London that follows a young man’s spiral into madness
and violence. The Killing Jar is dark but funny and unique
due to its original style and quality. The show will begin
at 8 p.m. on Oct. 9 and Oct. 10. For more information and
tickets, visit www.dogstorytheater.com.

Documentary sparks conversation about sexual assault
BY MADDIE FORSHEE
LAKERUFE@LANTHORN.COM

ecently,
sexual
assault has be
come a larger
part of the na
tional conversa
tion, especially at universities.
Many institutions across
the U.S. are currently under
investigation for Title IX viola
tions, and Grand Valley State
University is among them. The
announcement of the federal
investigation opened up GVSU
students’ eyes and sparked con
versation about the reality of
sexual assault on campus.
In response to the push to
end sexual assault on campus,
a documentary called “The
Hunting Ground” was released.
The film centers around several
students discussing their expe
riences being sexually assaulted
on their campuses and being
ignored after trying to report
the crime or forced to jump
through unnecessary hoops by
administration.
The film, which was released
in February of this year at the
Sundance Film Festival, was
screened on Tuesday to keep the
on-campus conversation flow
ing about the realities of sexual
assault at college and at GVSU.
Ashley Schulte, GVSUs
victim advocate, arranged
the screening as a preventa
tive education piece that all
students were invited to.
“I’d like for us to have a

good conversation about it be
fore (the documentary) hits
mainstream media,” she said.
“What’s GV doing? Id rather
own the challenge that students
are presenting to their institu
tions and talk about what we’re
doing here rather than students
seeing it on their own.”
The event, which took place
in the Cook-DeWitt Center,
drew in about 60 attendees.
The audience took part in a
panel discussion following the
screening, asking questions
about policies and procedures
and talking to the panelists for
their thoughts about the issue.
The panelists included
Casey Perisin from the coun
seling center, Patti Haist from
YWCA West Central Michi
gan, Mary deYoung, a sociol
ogy professor and the lead Title
IX investigator, Theresa Row
land, T itle IX coordinator, with
Schulte rounding out the paneL
Once the discussion be
gan, it centered around the
resources that GVSU offers
on campus. Preventative edu
cation is offered through the
victim advocate as well as
through the Women’s Center
and the Milton E. Ford LGBT
Resource Center. If a student
wants to reach out to resources
off campus, they were encour
aged to consider the YWCA as
their primary option.
“Ideally, I’d love to say that
students know about (their re
sources) but realistically, there’s
25,000 students at Grand Val-

ley,” Schulte said. “Of course
were always trying to embed
what our options are to stu
dents in lots of different ways.”
Rowland focused on the
differences between disclosure
and reporting and what she
does as Title IX coordinator,
which includes oversight of
Title IX activities and educa
tion and training for the GVSU
community when it comes to
supporting victims.
“Your voice is heard,” she
said. “There’s a place for you
to go.”
When it comes to sup
porting a victim that opens
up about an assault, Haist
said being there for them is

the most important factor.
“What you can do is believe
them and support them in any
way you can,” Haist said.
GVSU and the surround
ing communities are always
open to anyone who wants
to reach out and are always
working on constantly striv
ing to educate anybody that
is interested about it.
“The intersection be
tween activism and edu
cation begins in the class
room,” deYoung said.
For more information
about GVSUs resources for
victims or advocates, visit
the Women’s Center in Room
1201 of the Kirkhof Center.

AWARENESS: Ashley Schulte introduces the documentary screen
ing of "The Hunting Ground" at GVSU on Oct. 6. GVL I SARA CARTE

ACTIVISM

Workshop focuses on transgender issues
BY RACHEL HUCK
RHUCK@LANTHORN.COM

his year, Grand
Valley
State
University’s hu
man resources
department
is
working to develop leader
ship skills in staff and fac
ulty members through an
educational program known
as the Excellence Series.
The Excellence Series con
sists of a number of interac
tive, on-campus workshops
designed to help staff mem
bers meet leadership, profes
sional and developmental
goals while at the university.
On Tuesday, the program
held a workshop that aimed to

raise participants’ awareness
of the spectrum of transgen
der identities and expressions,
as well as address common is
sues faced by transgender stu
dents and employees.
Emily Nisley, associate
professor and counselor at
the counseling and career
center at Grand Rapids Com
munity College, presented at
Tuesday’s workshop.
“One goal is to raise aware
ness of gender diversity and
common issues faced by
transgender students and
employees,” Nisley said. “An
other is to build related skills,
including challenging as
sumptions about gender and
using language respectfully.”
The human resources de

0 difference thfouyh mmnk, Mfocttfon,

and outreach

Student Highlight

INCLUSION: The event was open to staff members interested in
becoming allies for transgender students. GVL I kasey garvelink

partment at GVSU has worked
closely with the administrative
professional committee, the
professional development sub
committee and various other
focus groups in developing
these leadership development
programs. This collaborative
effort has produced a series of
breakthrough workshops and
seminars to be offered through
out the academic year.
“A third goal is to increase
knowledge of relevant best
practices and of current poli
cies and resources at GVSUT
Nisley said. “The overarching
goal is to help participants con
tribute to a more transgenderinclusive campus.”
Tuesday’s
presentation
aimed to educate attendees
about the best possible ways of
fostering a campus where all
students, employees and fac
ulty feel fully welcomed and
accepted.
“If you want to be an ally
to transgender people, the first
step is to educate yourself’
Nisley said. “Seek information
from reputable resources like
the websites of the National
Center for Transgender Equal
ity or the American Civil Liber
ties Union. Participate in ally
training programs like those
offered by the Milton E. Ford

LGBT Resource Center on
campus. Attend talks by trans
gender speakers, read articles
and books by transgender au
thors and listen to the stories
of the transgender people you
meet.”
The next event in the Ex
cellence Series will focus on
bias incident protocol training,
presented by members of the
GVSU Team Against Bias. This
part will focus on what a bias
incident is and what to do if
you experience or witness one.
Team Against Bias is a di
verse group of faculty, staff
and students at GVSU. The
group was created to review
information regarding bias
incidents and implement
strategies to educate and en
gage the campus community
in recognizing and prevent
ing future bias incidents. The
team is committed to making
certain that all faculty, staff
and students know what a
bias incident is and know
how to use the protocol for
reporting such incidents.
The training aims to be both
interactive and practical.
Bias incident protocol train
ing will take place Oct. 13 from
3:30 p.m. until 5 p.m. in Room
340 of the Bicycle Factory on
the Pew Campus.

CAREER BUILDING

Communications students hone in on marketing skills
BY TEAGAN WILKINSON
TWILKINSON@LANTHORN.COM

Brittany Jacobs
2015 Annts Foundation Intern
Brittany woriutd with Dr Alan Steinman * lab on
Project Clarity; a project wboee goal is the
restoration of water quality In Lake Macatawa and
Vie Macatawa watershed Brittany helped to collect
and analyze watet quality samples throughoi
watershed and also worked on an individual
research project examining nutrient (imitation in
Muskegon and Bear lakes

rand Valley State
University
has
always taken it
upon itself to
benefit the stu
dents inside and outside of
the classroom through events
and workshops, and now

there is a series of speakers
who will talk about real-life
experiences with advertising
and public relations students.
The advertising and public
relations speaker series kicked
off with its first speech, “De
sign Thinking and Marketing
for Good,” on Sept. 30 and
will host events throughout
the next few weeks until its
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Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to cheese.
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State University

CEO of Campbell Foods.
“I think of it as a supplement
to the curriculum that we are
providing in class,” said Frank
Blossom, professor of advertis
ing and public relations.
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final presentation on Nov. 18.
Students interested in a
profession in the advertising
or public relations field can
look forward to attending pre
sentations that are intended to
give them insight and advice
about their future careers. The
list of guest speakers contains a
wide range of expertise - from
GVSU alumni to the former
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GVSU FOOTBALL REVEALS
NEW WHITE UNIFORMS

,
,

■
;

Grand Valley State Athletics
. recently released a photo of the
White Out uniforms the GVSU
football team will put on display
t on Oct. 17 against Michigan
Tech. The kits feature a white
helmet that displays Louie the
Laker holding a GVSU flag on
the left side, a GV logo on the
back, and a blue, black and white
, stripe running down the middle.
, The uniforms are white, with a
blue stripe down the side and a
script “Lakers” scrawled in black
across the chest. The first 1,000
students who attend the game
will receive a replica White Out
. jersey courtesy of Campus View
apartments as well as Bam Bam
sticks courtesy of the Lanthorn.

L

Showdown in D-Town

VOSS WINS DEFENSIVE
PLAYER OF THE WEEK
Grand Valley State football

r- .'defensive lineman Alton Voss

E ‘ was awarded GLIAC Defensive
Player of the Week for his per
formance last weekend against
Hillsdale. Voss recorded seven
tackles, three solo tackles and
four assisted tackles. He led
a Laker defense that limited
Hillsdale College to 53 rushing
yards and 84 passing yards. Voss
is the third Laker to earn GLIAC
Player of the Week honors this
season (Kirk Spencer, Collin
Cribley).

i~

WOMEN’S SOCCER KICK
CANCER GAME A SUCCESS
The Grand Valley wom
en's soccer team defeated
Northwood 5-1 on Sunday in the
Kick Cancer game. The victory of
the match for the Lakers wasn’t
•the biggest bright spot of the
day, as the fundraiser brought in
over $2,200 for the Angel Wings
Foundation through a silent
auction and other donations. The
Lakers sported pink uniforms and
gear to support breast cancer
awareness.

EIGHT LAKERS EARN
ALL-AMERICAN SCHOLARr ATHLETE HONORS
The National Fastpitch
• Coaches Association (NFCA)
honored nearly 5,500 softball
.players across a number of
h, collegiate divisions and levels.
.► Players earned a 2014-15 All*'• America Scholar-Athlete award if
they gained a 3.5 GPA or higher
throughout the 2014-15 aca,, demic year. Junior Sara Andrasik,
sophomores Megan Downey,
Janae Langs and Jenna Lenza,
and freshmen Tanner Kiessel,
Courtney Reinhold, Taylor Sparks
and Heather Sperlazzo all gar
nered awards for GVSU.

ENFORCER: Alton Voss (4) reads signals from the sideline during Grand Valley State’s 46-14 win over Hillsdale last week. Following GVSU’s win, Voss was named GLIAC
Defensive Player of the Week. The Lakers will look to stretch their win streak to three with a game against Wayne State at Tom Adams Field in Detroit. GVL I EMILY FRYE

GV set to spar with Wayne State on Saturday
BY ADAM KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

ast Saturday, the Grand Valley State
football team dominated Hillsdale
in a 46-14 win. GVSU owned every
facet of the game, and the Lakers
had their name scrawled all over the
rushing portion from start to finish.
No. 24 GVSU (4-1, 3-1 GLIAC) rushed for
316 yards, and held the Chargers to 53 yards on
the ground. Hillsdale came in ranked sixth in the
GLIAC, rushing for nearly 175 yards per game.
Led by a season-best game from defensive
end Alton Voss, the Lakers bowled over the
Chargers rushing attack, limiting leading rush
er Bennett Lewis to 24 yards on 14 carries.
It was a defining night for the GVSU defense,

which, outside of an allowed touchdown on thirdand-17 and a lack of turnovers, was as good as
head coach Matt Mitchell could have asked for.
“Its a pretty convincing victory for us at home.
Defense played outstanding for the majority of
the game,” said GVSU head coach Matt Mitchell.
“We did a great job fitting up the run, we had guys
in the right spots, guys who, when it was time to
make a play made a play. (We) really didn’t give up
a whole lot of big chunk yardage at all.”
Ifthe Lakers can build offthe performance against
Hillsdale, this Saturdays game against Wayne State
(2-3,1-3 GLIAC) won’t be pretty for the Warriors.
WSU ranks ninth in the GLIAC in rushing
yards per game (158.6) and dead last in passing
yards per game (152). The Warriors’ two leading
rushers - Romello Brown and Demetrius Stin
son - are both physical backs, a common trait

SOCCER

BY MASON TRONSOR
ASSISTANTSPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

VARSITY SCHEDULE
FOOTBALL
Saturday 6 p.m. at Wayne State
WOMEN’S SOCCER
Friday 7 p.m. at Ashland
October 11 noon at Ohio
Dominican
VOLLEYBALL
Friday 7 p.m. at Lake Erie
Saturday 2 p.m. at Ashland
WOMEN’S GOLF
October 11-12 at Big Beall Classic
(Findlay Country Club, Findlay,
Ohio)
WOMEN’S TENNIS
Friday - Saturday (g) University
of Wisconsin - Whitewater
Invitational (Split Squad,
Whitewater, Wisconsin)
Saturday 10 a.m. at Walsh
October 11 noon at Ashland
CROSS COUNTRY
Saturday at Conference Crossover
(Romeoville, Illinois)
SWIMMING AND DIVING
STRIKER: Junior forward Jayma Martin rips a shot in a game against Lake Erie on Sept. 20 in a
7-0 GVSU win. Martin has four goals and six assists in 2015 for the Lakers. GVL | EMILY FRYE
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Junior transfer comes into
her own with Laker soccer
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Saturday Blue and White
Intrasquad Meet (Allendale,
Michigan)

among Warrior football players in years past.
Thanks to the Ferris State game in which
GVSU surrendered 633 yards of total offense, the
Lakers’ defensive statistics are skewed by an out
lier. Among GLIAC squads, the GVSU defense
doesn’t stand out in yards or points per game al
lowed, but the Lakers have forced 15 turnovers
- best in the league by a large margin.
Part of the reason for WSU’s passing yard
age futility is in its attempts. Warrior freshman
quarterback D.J. Zezula has thrown just 88
passes - compared to GVSU’s Bart Williams,
who has thrown the rock 147 times.
Much like Hillsdale, the Warriors will look the
keep the ball on the ground. Zezula, who was forced
into action after senior quarterback Carl Roscoe was

hree
different
schools in three
years would seem
overwhelming
for most college
kids. For Jayma Martin, the
journey was humbling.
Martin, a junior forward
from Pueblo, Colorado, wanted
to attend Grand Valley State
after her senior year of high
school. However, as her recruit
ing process continued on, she
decided to head west instead.
“I was recruited at a high
school all-star showcase game
by GVSU my senior year of
high school,” Martin said. “It
didn’t end up working out so I
decided to go somewhere else.”
Instead of GVSU, Martin
chose the city of Los Angeles
and California State Univer
sity, Dominguez Hills. The
City of Angels is known for
the limelight and lively at
mosphere, something Martin
was far from familiar with.
During her freshman year
a CSUDH, she scored two
goals and recorded two assists
in 17 games. She also started
nine of those games, includ
ing a game-winning goal.
However, there was some
thing amiss within Martin.
She started to doubt herself
and her decision to come to
the big city. Her doubts led
her to transfer to a smaller
school in a nearby city.
“It just really wasn’t what
I expected,” Martin said.
“There were issues within the
team that made me not enjoy
my experience there.”
Because she decided to

transfer later in the year her
freshman season, Martin
chose Santa Monica Com
munity College in Santa
Monica, California. SMCC is
only 15 miles away from Los
Angeles, allowing Martin to
stay near the city life without
being placed directly in it.
Despite its status as a
community college, SMCC
featured legitimately com
petitive athletics. Martin ex
celled in a passionate, gritty
setting, as she scored 16 goals
and dished out nine assists to
help lead her team to the sec
ond round of the Southern
California regional playoffs.
“I really enjoyed my sec
ond experience in California,”
Martin said. “We made a nice
run in the tournament and it
was just really exciting.”
The purpose of some com
munity colleges is to help stu
dent-athletes showcase their
skills and find opportunities
at bigger universities. SMCC
helped Martin and GVSU
link up - this time for good.
“Jayma was very persis
tent about coming here,” said
GVSU head coach Jeff Hosier.
“We saw her play in Decem
ber and the rest was history.”
Martin was unsure she
would be able to earn playing
time for GVSU due to all the
success the Lakers have had
recently - including back-toback national championships.
Nonetheless, Martin took the
chance and never looked back.
Martin knew early in 2015
that she would be attending
GVSU in the fall. The transfer
came relatively easily to her. AfSEE SOCCER | A8
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DIALED IN: Freshman Livia Christman prepares for a backhand shot earlier this season for the Grand Valley State women’s tennis team. Christman, a graduate of Allegan High School, has been a significant addi
tion to the Laker tennis team this season, and has performed well in both singles and doubles play to help GVSU sit atop the GLIAC with a perfect 9-0 record to start the 2015 campaign. COURTESY | DOUG WITTE

Freshman athlete tackles singles, doubles with success for GV
since the opener against Michigan Tech.
“I was really nervous (the first game for
GVSU). I didn’t know what to expect,” Christ
o start the 2015 season, Livia man said. “I didn’t know what the level of play
Christman is a combined 18-3 would be like, and it’s definitely tough. But
between singles and doubles play. now going out there, I think it’s more fun to
The record, impressive for an up me, rather than getting nervous.”
Christman was a two-star recruit out of
perclassman, takes on a whole
new wind of gusto when considering that Allegan High School, where she posted a ca
reer record of 107-8 as the No. 1 seed. She
Christman is a freshman.
Christman has gotten off to a fast start in her attended various United States Tennis As
first year as a Laker. She’s one of two freshmen sociation (USTA) tournaments throughout
in the lineup for the undefeated Lakers, who her high school career, and was recruited by
don’t appear to be slowing down any time soon. GVSU head coach John Black.
Her success comes as no surprise to Black.
“I knew we would do well, but I didn’t know
“Liv has an extremely consistent game and
wed do this well,” Christman said. “I’m so proud
of everyone and the team, tfs been really fun. is not intimidated by anyone," he said. “I felt
Wi&oyorked really hard and had to earn it.”
before the season that Liv would be in the
Is one of six freshmen on a ros-*’** funftfftg for one of our starting lineup spots,
ter in which more than half the team are fresh- She has been playing great this fall.”
men. She gets the most extensive playing time
Although she’s proud of her accomplishout of the six, regularly starting from the No. ments and for earning a spot in the starting
4 seed in singles and the No. 3 seed in doubles lineup, Christman said it was a tough road
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
BTROUTMAN@LANTHORN.COM

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM A7

injured in the first game of the season, is unlikely to take
many big shots down the field.
WSU’s defense will be stronger than what the Lakers
saw against Hillsdale last week. The Warriors are first in
the conference in passing yards allowed per game (182)
and sixth in rushing yards allowed (141.8).
“They’re very aggressive on the defensive side of the
ball,” Mitchell said. “They pressure a lot more than maybe
we’ve seen here the past couple weeks and that’ll present a
challenge for our offense and quarterback.”
Williams has thrown five turnovers this season, mostly
when under pressure and forced to make quick decisions.
He has shown improvement in the past couple games in
taking care of the ball, but, as always, holding on to the
ball will be key in a tough away tilt.
His three main receivers - Matt Williams, Brandon
Bean and Jamie Potts - have emerged as one of the best
receiving corps in the conference and offer Bart Wil
liams a number of options on each play.
“I think Bart has a lot of confidence in his all receivers
this year and I know that as a receiving group we take
pride in making plays for him,” Potts said. “The style of
offense we’ve been running this year, it’s a little easier to
distribute the ball around the field.”
After seeing improvement in the rushing attack against
Hillsdale, the Lakers could again try to push the ball on the
ground. GVSU got a breakout game from speedster Martayveous Carter, who rushed for 102 yards and a touch
down, and has enjoyed consistent production from Kirk
Spencer from a number of locations on the field.
Although the game is WSU’s homecoming, the Lakers
expect to see a strong sea of blue in the crowd.
“We have a lot of kids on our roster that are from the east
side of the state and I know a lot of those guys look forward
to heading back to that side of the state,” Mitchell said. “Usu
ally we get a lot of crowd support at Wayne (State).”
GVSU and WSU will square off at Tom Adams Field
in Detroit on 6 p.m. on Saturday.

getting to this point.
“That was really challenging for me. I just had
to work hard for it That was probably the most
stressful and difficult time this season. It sucks
playing your own teammates (in practice), but it
has to happen in order to get a lineup,” she said.
Growing up, Christman worked with ten
nis coach Oak Saad, a tennis director at the
YMCA of Greater Kalamazoo. Along with
her high school tennis obligations, Christ
man trained with Saad and put in as much
extra work as she could throughout the years.
She credits him with developing her
game and her success, and Saad says he’s
proud of her progression.
“She was such a competitor, was always so
hard on herself. She was awesome. Shed never go
out there and just give a half effort. She always
went out there and to give 100 percent,” Saad said.
Christman is doubles partners with soph
omore Abby Perkins, who is the No. 1 seed
in singles. Playing with a talented player
with a year of experience has been a plus for

SOCCER
CONTINUED FROM A7

ter all, it wasn’t her first time.
All of a sudden, Martin was in a situ
ation she could have put herself in three
years ago. She was a Laker and a member of
a national power in Division II college soc
cer. The college transition might have been
easy, but the game became more difficult.
“My first practice here was a little tough,”
Martin said. “But that’s what I expected
when I made the decision to come here.”

Since the summer workouts and
preseason practices, Martin has made
the game look easy on the field. She has
scored four goals and recorded six as
sists in 11 games to help the Lakers to a
10-1 record in 2015.
The transitions for Martin on and
off the field have been easier for her
thanks to her teammates.
“Knowing that I was going to be her
roommate made me really excited,”
said senior defender Katy Woolley.
“She has gone all-in for GVSU and her

hard work has really paid off.”
Martin has gelled with her team
mates on and off the field. She is cur
rently teaching senior Katie Bounds
how to drive a stick shift.
Support from her parents, team
mates and coaches have made Martin’s
journey both an adventure and a suc
cess - unknown and exciting.
“This journey has been like stepping
stones for me,” Martin said. “I have
learned something from each decision
I have made along the way.”

CLUES ACROSS

PHYSICALITY: Minnesota State’s Lexi Pszanka fights with Jayma
Martin of GVSU in a 2-1 Laker win on Sept. 13. gvl | KEVIN SIELAFF
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LOCKED UP: GVSU junior Alton Voss attempts to get around a
Hillsdale defender during a pi<4 'ast Saturday. GVL I Emily frye

Christman this season.
“She’s definitely taught me a lot and I’m
glad to be playing with her, because she’s expe
rienced and is a very good player. She’s a lot of
fun and we’re really good friends, and I think
we just match up really well,” she said.
While the two have had fun playing togeth
er, the tandem has been anything but fun for
opposing players. The duo has only lost once
this season - 8-3 to Hillsdale at the ITA Regionals - and is undefeated in GLIAC play.
“Liv and Abby’s doubles games complement
each other, and they are one of the top third-dou
bles teams in our conference,” Black said.
With five other talented freshmen, and
five unconventional upperclassmen sopho
mores, GVSU is poised to be stacked for the
next couple of years. To Christman, the limit
for the Lakers is yet to be seen.
“We can only get better from here. In my
first year, we’re already 9-0, and if we keep
playing together and building as a team, we
can do anything,” she said.

*“

I. Plural of ascus
37. Byways
5. Repents
38. V-shaped cut
II. British School
39. Painting on dry plaster
12. Adhesive to catch birds
42. Daminozide
15. Male children
43. Papa’s partner
44.__-fi: fiction/movie genre
16. Oil company
17. Intestinal
47. 1st Soviet space station
48. Latvian capital
19. Money slogan
49. Come into view
24. 2nd tone
52. Blue Hen school
25. In actual truth
26. Belgian-French River
53. Maine water company
27. Rural Free Delivery
55. Picture & word puzzle
28. Point midway between S and SE 57. Atomic #18
29. Texas armadillo
58. Xiamen dialect
30. 2nd largest Hawaiian island
59. Being overzealous
31. Pile up
62. One who did it (slang)
33. Changes liquid to vapor
63. Night breathing noises
34. Yemen capital
64. A minute amount (Scott)

CLUES DOWN
1. Race of Norse gods
2. Large pebbles
3. Latin line dances
4. The inner sole of a shoe
5. A French abbot
6. Moves stealthily
7. An alternative
8. 39th state
9. Lotus sport* car model
Id. River fill
13. Of I
14. Many noises
18. Ghana monetary units
20 Actor Hughley
21. The Cowboy State
22. Jests at
23. America
27. Surprise attack
29. Daddy
30. Extinct flightiest bird of
New Zealand
31. Express pleasure .
32. Cellist Yo-Yo
W

33. Bronx cheer
34. A more firm substance
35. Essential oil obtained
from flowers
36. Company that rings receipts
37. l argest church in Christianity
38. Capital of Wallonia
39. Heroic tale
40. Send forth
41. The Golden State
43. 1/1000 of an inch
44. Angel of the 1st order
45. Ukrainian peninsula
46. Disregard
48. Colophony
49. Spanish be
50. Military policeman
51. Cleopatra's country
53. Br. drinking establishments
54. Removes moisture
56. Liberal Arts degree
60. Execute or perform
61. Atomic 477
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Filling in, taking over
Shipley fits into open leadership role for GVSU golf
BY JOSH PEICK
JPEICK@LANTHORN.COM

TEEING OFF: Senior Gabrielle Shipley sets up to hit a tee shot on Sept. 27th. Shipley, a senior at GVSU,
has stepped into a key role for the Grand Valley State women’s golf team in 2015. GVL | emily FRYE

ith the departure of two senior
golfers last year, the Grand Val
ley State women’s golf team only
has one senior on the roster in
2015. The departure of Kelly
Hartigan, a three-time All-American and
four-time All-GLIAC first team honoree, left
the Lakers with sizeable soft spikes to fill.
Senior Gabrielle Shipley is not only filling
those shoes - she may need a bigger pair.
Shipley, a three-time All-GLIAC first team
honoree and 2014 All-American, has an already
impressive resume that she is poised to add on to.
Like many successful golfers, Shipley’s pedi
gree came from years of practice. After swing
ing small sticks at age 5, Shipley continued to
participate in the sport growing up. Shipley
went on to play at Hastings High School in
Hastings, Michigan, claiming All-State honors
four years in a row, including medalist honors at
the MHSAA Division III State Championship.
Division I schools noticed Shipley’s high
school performance. She received offers from the
University of Illinois and Oakland University, but
Shipley was looking for something more than
just a good golf program. Shipley was looking for
a family - something she found at GVSU.
She gained on-course knowledge from
Hartigan for three years, which has prepared
her to fill the role she’s stepping into in 2015.
“Last year especially, we fed off of each other
and helped each other improve,” Shipley said.
Shipley and Hartigan were always similar in
skill, but having someone to push her to improve
has helped Shipley reached her apex this season.
“I think every good player needs a better

player, or at least someone to push them,” said
GVSU head coach Rebecca Mailloux. “That’s
definitely what Kelly did for three years.”
Now with Hartigan gone, Shipley is ready
to fill that role of a leader and someone that the
other players on the team can look up to.
“I want to be there for everybody in any way
that I can,” Shipley said. “Whether it is for school
or working on something on the course, they
know that I will always be there to help them.”
Strong leadership is key to any athletic
team - regardless of level. The Lakers are on
the young end of the spectrum, featuring a
roster half full of underclassmen.
“Every team needs someone who sets the
bar high and sets the tone for what type of
work ethic is expected,” Mailloux said. “There
is no one better than Gabby to set that tone.”
Shipley has finished in the top ten in each of
her three tournaments to start the 2015 cam
paign. Her early success is good and well, but
Shipley has her eyes on a bigger prize.
“We have a team goal of winning a national
championship,” Shipley said. “Individually, I would
like to be the No. 1 -ranked player in Division II.
“I have gotten to see that trophy handed
away to someone else every year.”
Shipley will use that motivation this year to
help the team strive for a national champion
ship, while she helps groom the next fleet of
leaders for the future of GVSU women’s golf.
“Gabby being there motivates me to do bet
ter and work harder,” said junior Alex Taylor,
who has played alongside Shipley for two years.
Although this is her last season of col
legiate golf, Shipley’s golf career is far from
over. After this year, Shipley will play in dif
ferent tournaments in Florida in order to
earn an LPGA tour card.

VOLLEYBALL

Trailblazer

Majerle leaves family sport to pave her own way in volleyball
BY ALEX EISEN
AEISEN@LANTHORN.COM

oing astray, finding her own way
and having fun every time she
plays. It’s the Jessica Majerle way.
Raised in a basketball fam
ily, Majerle, a Grand Valley State
senior, ventured away from tradition and has
since established her own legacy out on the
hardwood. Instead of dishing out assists and
jacking up three pointers, Majerle is knocking
down kills for the GVSU volleyball team.
“I pretty much played basketball growing
up as soon as I was born,” Majerle said. “My
whole family is big on basketball. I actually
didn’t start playing or was even really interest
ed in volleyball until around middle school.”
Eventually getting “burnt out” of basket
ball after middle school, Majerle thrived at
Rockford High School as she focused solely
on volleyball. She was a key contributor to the
2011 Class A State Championship team and
was named All-State second team as a senior.
Meanwhile, her older brother, Ryan, was
playing basketball for Rockford and accumu
lated over 1,200 points - second-most in school
history - while playing under their father, Steve,
who was inducted into the Basketball Coaches
Association of Michigan Hall of Fame in 2010.
While Ryan went off to play Division I col
lege basketball at Toledo, Jessica finished up
her high school senior year and eventually
made the commitment to stay local by ac
cepting a GVSU volleyball scholarship.
Not happy with the fit at Toledo after his first se
mester, Ryan then transferred to GVSU and made
sure to ask for Jessicas approval before doing so.
The same college sibling status lasted for
a year before her older brother decided to

transfer once more so he could play under
his uncle, former NBA player Dan Majerle,
at Grand Canyon University.
“When (Ryan) came here it was nice to
have him around all the time and we became
really close,” Jessica said. “It was hard that he
transferred, but he is having a really nice time
over there and he is enjoying it. So, it’s good
to see him happy which helps me.”
After three years of seeing limited playing
time, Jessica is having a memorable senior
season with the Laker volleyball team.
Majerle, who has played in every game
and made 11 starts, is third-best on the team
in kills (109), kills per set (2.14) and total
blocks (29). Coming into the season, she had
only started in three games, finished off 104
kills and totalled 23 blocks.
Majerles development off the court, how
ever, might be her biggest improvement, said
GVSU head coach Deanne Scanlon.
“When Jess came in on a recruiting visit, I
don’t think she said two words. She may not
have done a whole lot of breathing either at
that time,” Scanlon said. “She was just very,
very, very quiet.That’s just the kind of the kid
Jess is until she really gets to know somebody,
and then she is the loudest one in the gym.”
Over time, Majerle broke out of her shell and
now is most recognizable for her contagious
laughter and joking around with her teammates
and coaches. Scanlon said she knows Majerle is
having a good game when she can joke with her
out on the court and she will banter back.
Majerles teammate and roommate Audrey
Kidd reminisced on some of the best mo
ments the two of them have shared.
“We have some good memories from fresh
man and sophomore year with some of our assis
tant coaches,” Kidd said. “We would get yelled at

• Fully furnished apartments
Private bedroom & bath •Across the street from GVSU

616.892.2700
www.rneadowscrossing.net
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Office Hours:
t-Fri: 10 am -6 pm
Sun: 12 pm - 4 pm

MeadowsCrossing
apartments

|

the place to be

TIP DRILL: Jessica Majerle (3) slips the ball over the net in a match against Saginaw Valley State on
Sept. 19 at the Fieldhouse Arena in Allendale. Majerle has emerged in 2015 for GV. GVL | KEVIN sielaff

because our cheering was so out there, and wed
trip and fall cheering so hard for our team.”
From cheering on the sidelines to being
a key contributor, Jessica has made a lasting
impact on GVSU volleyball - proving the
Majerles aren’t just a basketball family.
When the season comes to an end, some
might look back and remember Majerle be
cause of her forceful kills, but for those close

to her, they won’t soon forget the times she
caused a scene with her intoxicating laughter.
“I could be sitting on the bus, at the front
bus,” Scanlon said. “And from the time she
was a freshman and she let (her laugh) rip
on the bus it was like ‘oh my gosh Jess Majer
le.’ Not having that sound is probably going
to be the thing that I miss the most.”
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SWIMMING AND DIVING

A fresh face

Taking the plunge
Laker swim and dive have high 2015 expectations
BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
BMCA TA MNEY@LA N THORN.COM

or some, swimming
and diving is a fun,
relaxing summertime
activity used to unwind
and get a nice tan.
For others, it’s a passion. Some
of those others are the Grand Valley
State swimming and diving team.
“Last year, (the motto) was ‘Eat em
up,’ we had shirts that said ‘Eat’ on them
at the conference championship,” said
GVSU head coach Andy Boyce.
Last season, both the men’s and
women’s teams had strong performanc
es. The Laker men won their first GLI
AC title since 2010 and finished sixth in
the national championship meet, while
the women finished in second place at
GLIACs and 20th nationally.
This season, however, a simi
lar finish will not leave the Lakers
content as a whole.
“Both teams want to be GLIAC
champions. It would be the first time
ever that both teams won. That, and
a top four finish at nationals,” said
sophomore Michael Hudson.
GVSU’s swimming and diving
program has just one top four fin
ish in school history. This year’s
squad feels it has a legitimate shot
at being the second team in GVSU
lore to take home the hardware
that comes with a top four finish.
“This is a great group of individu
als from all over the country and all
over the world. We have 13 interna

H

tional players on our team and they
put the work in every day,” Boyce
said. “Life as coach is a lot easier
when there are people who are ex
cited to be there and ready to work
hard. We’re hoping to be in conten
tion for a conference championship.”
The list of standouts is healthy
for GVSU, which shouldn’t have to
look far for impact athletes through
out the season. Boyce cited Gianni
Ferrero, Jonathan Ham, Gabriel
Souza and Marius Mikalauskus for
the men, and Leonie Van Noort,
Meghan Falconer and Sam Postmus
for the women, but expects a num
ber of others to seriously contribute.
Not only does the team feel it is
well off in the water, but the Lakers
also believe the locker room atmo
sphere and out-of-the-pool chem
istry are advantages.
“We are one big family. We’re a
combined team; we train together,
we have our meets together and we
support each other. We have a lot
of fun,” Boyce said.
Although talent and chemistry
levels are both high, there remains
room for improvement.
“As a team, we can definitely al
ways improve our attitudes. Positiv
ity spreads just like negativity does.
Were just trying to stay positive and
have a good attitude no matter how
you’re swimming and what happens
outside of the pool,” Suriano said.
GVSU opens the season with the
Blue and White Intrasquad Meet at the
GVSU Fieldhouse Pool on Oct 10.

BREAKING OUT: Grand Valley State cross country runner Zach Panning (517) strides up the course during the 2015
£partan Invite in East Lansing, Michigan. The redshirt freshman has been a key addition for GVSU. GVL I alan steible

Redshirt freshman establishing position as key runner for GV
away’’ Panning said. “It was a very
easy transition for me to make. The
coaches made it easy for me to adjust
n 17 years as the head and the team took me under their
coach of the Grand wing like I was one of them.”
In his first college race, Pan
Valley State mens
and womens cross ning earned a seventh place fin
country teams, Jerry ish at the Spartan Invite hosted
by Michigan
State. Panning again
Baltes has built programs
that
consistently sit atop the GLIAC had a strong showing in his second
meet, snagging 19th place at the
and make national headlines.
When he gets a young standout Greater Louisville Classic with a
runner like Zach Panning, its bad time of 24:25.06, which is among
the fastest times in school history
news for the Lakers’ competitors.
In his first two races, Panning for freshmen on a certified 8K run.
“He has been right near the
has made a name for himself
while leading GVSU to promis expectations we had for him so
far this year,” Baltes said. “We are
ing results early in the season.
A redshirt freshman, Panning always looking for a little more
was originally on pace to compete for performance-wise, but most im
Division I Temple University in both portantly he is very consistent
cross county and track and field. In with his training and fitness levels
a stroke of good fortune for GVSU, and is coming along very well.
“He also brings a little bit of fresh
Temple got rid of its track and field
program, and Panning decided to ness to the team, he is very laid back
and fits in with the guys very well
bring his talents to Allendale.
“The team was the reason that I The guys respect him a lot because
decided to come here. When I came he trains very hard and they are
here on my visit they were acting very excited and happy to have a re
like one big happy family by just ally young and talented individual to
joking around with each other and help the team moving forward.”
Despite it being Panning’s first
having a great time. Once I saw that
I knew that I would fit in here right year competing in college, he’s al
BY ANDY SMITH
ASMITH@LANTHORN.COM

D

ready demonstrating a work ethic
and dedication that his older team
members can emulate, strive for
and learn from. A perk of being
young in GVSU’s system, however,
is the chance to learn from those
who have been in a position of suc
cess on the course before.
“He has tremendous drive. He
puts the focus where it needs to
be when the time comes,” said se
nior Chad Cini. “He is very calm
and collected, with a great focus
on what needs to be accomplished
and what he wants to accomplish,
and his energy is great and it is al
ways going into the right place.
“I want to pass on any little
thing I can down to him, or do
anything that I possibly can to
make sure he has the best success
in the future as possible.”
Panning and the Laker men will
be back in action this weekend when
they travel to Romeoville, Illinois for
the Conference Crossover meet
“This team is awesome, and
this group of guys is spectacular,
I think we have a great chance to
do something really special this
year as a team, and for the next
few years after.”

FEET UP: Sophomore David Nunez gets a race underway for the Grand Valley State
swimming and diving team during a meet in the 2014-15 season, gvl | emily frye

MARKETPLACE
Employment

Employment

Looking for student with
excellent study &
organization and time
management skills that can
mentor a Grandville Junior
student that needs a little
help with her study habits.
Meet 2 x's a week for 15-20
mins each time. Ideally can

meet at downtown Pew
campus or Meijer in
Standale. $30 a week.
Interested parties please call
(616) 261-0918. Please
leave your name and
number and time that's best
to call you back.
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VERIZON BELIEVES IN
LOVE & RESPECT ON
CAMPUS. TOGETHER
WE CAN STOP
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